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APOLOQIES 
FOR BEING 
60 LATE 
WITH THEM 
EVERY 
YEAR. 


AT ANY 


TIME. NOT 


MANY SEND 


I SEE. MAY 
I INQUIRE 
A6 TO WH/ 
A CENTAUR 
CHOSE TO 
BECOME A 
COURIER? 


IS 























































TV 

RATHER 
NOT LIVE 
A QUIET 
LIFE PEEP 
IN THE 
MOORS, 
OUT OF 
HUMAN 
SIQHT. 


I'VE 
BEEN 
QIFTEP 
WITH 600V, 
STRONQ 
LEQS THAT 
LET ME 
TRAVEL 
FAR ANP 
WIPE. 




' ANP TRUTH 
BE TOLP, 
HUMANS HAVE 
BECOME SO 
OBLIVIOUS 
THAT EVEN IF 
THEY CATCH 
A OLIMPSE, 
THEY PON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
THEY'VE 
SEEN. I 














































































































































































































































































































































I MAPE 
SURE TO 



C-IVE YOU 


1 

MY PHONE 



NUMBER 




BEFORE... 




k 1 



THE BEST 
ALCHEMISTS 
CAN MAKE 
BUT I'M THEM 

NOT SO REPEAT THE 
GOOD MESSAGE 
AT THAT PERFECTLY 
SORT OF IN THE 

THINO ALCHEMIST'S 
YET. OWN VOICE... 



WELL, 
THAT'S 
WHY I 
WROTE A 
LETTER. 


BUT 

IT NEVER 
OCCURRED 
TO ME THAT 
YOU MIOHT 
NOT EVEN 
HAVE A 
LANPUNE. 



























































































































































































BE 

CAREFUL, 
ALL RIOHT? 
THIS 

CLOSE TO 
CHRISTMAS, 


WE'LL 


STICK TO THE CROWPS 


ARE AWFUL 

EVERY¬ 

WHERE. 


THE MAIN 
STREETS 
ANP AVOIP 
BACK 
ALLEYS. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































y-yts, 

WE BUT... 
HAVEN'T 
OOTA i 

CLUE ^ 

to ■ 

BUY FOR ■ 
MEN. ■ 


I CAN 

TELL yOU WE 
CENTAURS 
TEND TO BE 
DELIGHTED 
WITH &OOV 
FOOD AND 
GOOD DRINK. 


TRUTH 

is, you 

PROBABLy 
DON'T NEED 
TO THINK 
SO HARD 
ABOUT IT. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YOU 

LITTLE 

--// 


' WH6R6 
PIP 


LET'S 
SO/ I 



(loid 

m ^ r 


||\Va^A 
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CAN'T 


'Ey. you 

SEEN A 
SCRAWNy 
LITTLE 

BLONDE 

KID 

AROUND? 


UGH. 

GUESS I'LL 
HAFTA BEAT 
SOME REAL 
RESPECT 
INTO HER 
THIS TIME. 


I AIN'T 
GOT MY 
CUT FROM 
HERyET 
TODAy. 






















































































DON'T JUST 
STAND IN THE 
DOORWAY. 
COME IN. 





















































































































































NEXT THINO 
I KNEW, 

i was 

LYINO 
IN A BEP 
FOR THE 
FIRST 
TIME IN 
FOREVER. 


I COULPN'T 
STOP 
SHAKING. 
ALL I 
COULP 
TASTE 
WAS SOME 
NASTY 
MEPICINE. 


IT LASTEP 
FOR A WHOLE 
MONTH, 
ANP I FELT 
LIKE CRAP 
THAT ENTIRE 
TIME. 


SURE, I FELT 
MISERABLE, 
BUT IT WAS 
PROBABLY 
MEPICINE TO 
MAKE THE 
WITHPRAWAL 
EASIER 
ON ME. 


RN 

"ALCHE¬ 

MIST"? 























YERH? 
SHOW ME 
SOME 

MAGIC 

THEN. 


THE 

WORLD 
IS MUCH 
LARGER 
AND 

STRANGER 
THAN YOU 
THINK. 


NEVER 
HEARD OF 
IT. ARE YOU 
TRyiNG TO 

SUCKER 

ME? 


THERE ARE 
COUNTLESS 
THINGS OUT 
THERE THAT 
HIDE FROM 
HUMAN 
EYES. 


PLCHEMy'S 
A SCIENCE¬ 
LIKE A 
BRANCH 
OF 

CHEMISTRY. 


AND LIKE 
CHEMISTRy, 

IT DELVES INTO 
THE COMPOSITION 
AND WORKINGS 
OF THE WORLD 
AROUND US. 

WE JUST LOOK 
AT IT FROM 
ANOTHER 
ANGLE. 


IT'S NO 
PARLOR 
TRICK FOR 

ENTERTAINING 

PEOPLE. 


ALCHEMICAL 
EXPERI¬ 
MENTATION 
DRAWS ON 
MAGICAL 
ENERGX.. 


and you 

HAVE THAT 
MAGIC 

in you. 


IT'S LIKE 
RECOGNIZING 
A FAMILIAR 
SCENT. ONCE 
you TRy, 
yOU'LL 

UNDERSTAND. 
















OPPOR¬ 

TUNITY 

HRS COME 
KNOCK¬ 
ING. 


I SUGGEST 
YOU GRAB 
IT WITH BOTH 
HRNPS RND 
HANG ON 
TIGHT. 


I...I PON'T 
REALLY 
WRNTTO 
BER 

STUPENT... 


PREFER 
THRT, 
TO BE 
HONEST. 
















































YES. 

YOU'D BE 
GUARDING 
MB. 


IN OUR 
LINE OF 
WORK, 
WE OFTEN 
MAKE 
ENEMIES. 


IT'S NOT 
UNCOMMON 
FOR US 
TO HIRE 

MERCENARIES 

FOR 

PROTECTION. 


SO...WHAT 
EXACTLY 
DO YOU 
WANT ME 
TO DO, 
HUH? 


I DON'T 
KNOW. 


PACK 
THEN, I 
STILL 
DIDN'T 
KNOW 
ENOUGH 
TO TRUST 
HIM. 


BUT I 
GUESS I 
DON'T MIND 
WORKING 
TO EARN 
MY KEEP, 
AT LEAST. 


ever y 

WORD OUT 
OF HIS 
MOUTH 
SOUNDED 
CRAZIER 
THAN THE 
LAST. 








































X THOUGHT 

he was 
A TOTAL 
LOO N, 

TO BE 
HONEST. 


MY PARENTS 
WERE 
COMPLETE 
WASTES OF 
SPACE-- 
ALCOHOLIC 
JUNKIES 
WHO PIPN'T 
WORK, JUST 
COT HIGH 
ALL PAY. 


THE ONLY 
WAY I KNEW 
HOWTO 
MAKE ANY 
MONEY 
WAS BY 
PEALING 
PRUGS. 


THEY STUCK 
AROUNP 
JUST LONG 
ENOUGH TO 
MAKE ME A 
JUNKIE, TOO, 
BEFORE THEY 
BOTH OVbp 
ANP PIEP. 


BUT 

THEN... 

SOME¬ 

THING 

HAPPENEP. 


AFTER 
ALL THAT, 
ASKING ME 
TO TRUST 
SOMEONE 
WAS LIKE 
ASKING FOR 
THE MOON. 


ORGA¬ 

NIZE 

YOUR 

LIBRARY? 













































































BUT IT 
LOOKS 
TOTALLY 

TIDY 

ALREADY. 


swtp\ 





















































































































































































ORGANIZE 
THEM BY 
TITLE OR 
SUBJECT 
OR HOW¬ 
EVER you 
WANT. 


JUST 

MAKE SURE 
you REAP 
EVERy 
TITLE ANP 
REMEMBER 
WHERE YOU 
PUT THEM. 


HUH ?! 
WHY THE 
HELL 
SHOULD 
\~?1 


NOT ALL OF 
THESE BOOKS 
ARE BENIGN. 
MAKE SURE 
you DON'T 
OPEN RNy 
OF THEM. 


THE 

BOOKS 
WERE 
ALREADY 
ORGRNtZBP. 
WHY MESS 
'EM ALL 
UPON 
PURPOSE? 


HMM? 

WHAT'S 

THIS 

ONE? 

















































GETTING 
HIM TO 
REPP IT 
FORME 
WOULP 
BE R 
HUGE 
RRIN. I 


MRYBE 
THE 
TITLE'S 
WRITTEN 
INSIPE 
OR SOME¬ 
THING... 


ALICE/ 


TIME TO 
STOP 
FOR 
LUNCH. 
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'■sislto: 




jf 

■Ml 

jit ' ■; 



is! 
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■ — 
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I WON'T 
LET you 
GET 
HURT 
RGflIN. 





































































































































































































































































































f; 


YOU 

were 

OUT 

QUITE 

LATE. 



































































I'M 

HOME. 


WHAT 
TOOK YOU 
ALL THE 
my TO 

LONDON? 


HUH? 5 ! 


I SEE 
YOU MET 
WITH 

RENFREW'S 

APPREN¬ 

TICE. 
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I THINK 
THIS ONE I 
M4PE FOR 
YOU IS MY. 




















































































































































































































FOR 

THB FIRST 
TIMFIN 
A LONG, 
LONG 
TIMB... 


I'M 

ACTUALLY 

LOOKING 

FORWARD 

TO 

TOMORROW. 






























































































































































































































THERE'S 
SO MUCH I 
CAN'T VO. 


EVERYONE 
GAVE ME SUCH 
WONVERFUL 
THINGS, BUT 
I CAN'T VO 
ANYTHING 
FOR THEM IN 
RETURN. 



IP rrt-.-MWl 

























































































WELL... 

I CAN 

STILL WRITE 
NORMAL 
LETTERS 
AND ASK 
HAZEL TO 
DELIVER 
THEM. 


AND 
THERE'S 
A LOT OF 
GAR¬ 
DENING 
I CAN 
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PUT... 














































































































































I ffiink ' 
i+'s a kind 
of rifual 
for finding 
ffiings ffia-j 
are |osf. 



whf 

WsBERm 

1 


7 

'/ / / 




























A 'MM. IT 
APPEARS 

m 

CANNOT 
RELY 
ON THIS 
CANTRIP. 




CASE OUR WOULD HAVE 
BEST OPTION 
IS TO FIND RESULTS. 
NEARBY 
NEIGHBORS 
AND ASK 
WHAT THEY'VE 


HMM. 
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gi®C 


/ BUT 

l CAN'T 
BE WITH 
THAT'S THEM 
WHY I MY- 
WANT TO MORE. 
HELP FINP 
YOURS. / 


RIGHT NOW, 
THIS IS THE 
ONLY WAY I 
KNOW HOW 
TO HELP. I'M 
SORRY FOR 
SURPRISING 
y YOU. 


I-I USER 
TO HAVE 
A FAMILY, 
TOO. EVEN 
A LITTLE 
BROTHER. 
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HEY/ BE 
CAREFUL, 

OKfly? 

PON'T 

RUN/ 

YOU'LL 

FALL/ 


ZIP UP 

your 

COAT/ 
PUT ON 
YOUR 
'MUFFLER, 
NTOO/ 


OOH! 

SNOW/ 


\ IFYOU-A 
P' GET^ V 
kCHILLED,. 
^YOU'LL-^ 

PmrkesM 

RourselfJI 

mSICK/ZM 


I'VE 

NEVER 

SEEN 

SNOW 

BEFORE/ 

















































































































FINE/ 

DO 

WHAT¬ 

EVER 

YOU 

WANT/ 


HUH? 


^ RUN N 
AROUNP 
OUT HERE 
UNTIL YOU 
GET SICK! 

CRACK 
yOUR STU¬ 
PID SKULL 

open if you 

FALL ! NOT 
My PROB- J 
^ LEM/ / 


I DIDWT 

"DISCARD 

HIM"... 































































































































Although, 
perhaps I'll 
choose to 
relieve it of 
limb or two— 
or &dd a 
limb or two 
instead. 
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I DON'T 
THINK 
I FULLY 
GRASP THE 
CONCEPTS 
OF "FAMILY" 
OR 

"HUSBAND 
AND WIFE" 
YET. 


ANYWAY, ^ 
WHAT'S 
THAT OOT 
TO DO WITH 
FAMILY? 
FAMILY'S 
FAMILY, 
WHETHER 
YOU'RE 
RELATED 
OR NOT. I 


AREN'T 
THEY SIMPLY 
A UNIT 
THAT LIVES 
TOGETHER 
FOR AN 
EXTENDED 
PERIOD OF 
TIME, EACH 
AIDINO THE 
OTHER'S 
SURVIVAL? 


I OUESS 
SOME 
FAMILIES 
FIOHT A 
LOT EITHER 
WAY. 
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OH.../ 
BR, 
HELLO. 
WHO IS 
THIS? 


WHAT, 

ETHAN? 

STOP 

TU&&IU&. 


we just 

MET/ 
SHE'S 
My NEW 
FRIENP/ 
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IN RECENT 
YEARS, 
HUMANS 
HAVE 

CONDUCTED 
MORE 
NEUTRAL 
STUDIES INTO 
WOLVES' 
l NATURES... I 


sut 

SINCE 

ANCIENT 

TIMES, 

HUMANS 

SAW 

WOLVES 

ASA 

THREAT. 


SOME TRIBES 
VENERATED 
THEM AS 
DEITIES TO 
PLACATE THEM, 
WHILE OTHERS 
DECRIED THEM 
AS DEMONS 
AND A SOURCE 
OF EVIL. 
























































BLESSINGS 
AND 
CURSES 
, ARB WO 

SHOULD 1 sipes OF 
A PERSON A COIN. 
SEE WOLVES 
AS EVIL, THE 
THOUGHT OF 
BECOMING ONE 
WOULD SEEM A , 
FRIGHTENING 
I CURSE INDEED. 


BUT IF 
ONE REVERES 
THEM AS A 
POWERFUL 
FORCE OF 
NATURE, 
WOULDN'T THE 
ABILITY 
TO BORROW 
SOME OF THAT 
POWER BE A 
BLESSING? 



IT IS 

PLAUSIBLE 
TO SAY THAT 
HUMANS 
LEARNED 
TO BECOME 
WOLVES 
TO BANISH 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IF YOUR 
PRIENP 
POESN'T LIKE 
SOMETHING-, 
THE/ m?/VT 
COME PO IT. 
IF THE/ PO, 
THE/'LL ASK 
YOU TO TELL 
THEM MORE. 











































































































SCHEPULt 

IT IN 

AVVAHCe. 





























































































RUTH, 


I'M SORRy. 


COULP you 


PLEASE 


WALK 

























































































SORRY, 

stell a. 

I'VE GOT 
TO GO. 


LET'S 
HANS- OUT 
AGAIN 
SOMETIME, 
OKAY? 


CHI5E/ 


WHAT'S 
UP 
. WITH 
HER? 


She may 
be trying 
to sau 
what she’s 
thinking... 


But in her 
case, her 
Actions speak 
louder than 
her words. 





































































































































































































































































































































^ > we 
*can vo 

THE SAME 

yyf thing- ro- 

^"3 MORROW, 

ijMrJ how if you 
S about want. 
Kb that? j 


el/as 

UNDER¬ 
STANDS 
WAY LESS 
ABOUT 
HIMSELF 
THAN I 
THOUGHT. 


I THOUGHT* 
HEWASm 
LEAV/NGm 

meMB 


HE'S 
ACTING 
ALMOST LIKE 
A LITTLE KID 
WHO HAD HIS 
FAVORITE 
TOY TAKEN 
AWAY. 


/ BUT 
MAYBE, 

s - BE FELT 

/ ^ LIKE 

y I WAS 

I LEAVING 
SHOULDN'T HIM. 
HAVE GONE 
INTO TOWN 
WITHOUT 

SAYING P 1: 

i so. Mil \ l|% 
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The Path Not Chosen 


Chise is gradually learning to understand both human nature and the 
whims of the fae, as well as how to balance them and walk her own path. 
Suddenly, she receiM^a mysteriQus letter from bustling London. What 
could an alchemists apprentice want from her...? 

Find out in this long-awaited sixth volume, in a dark fairy tale romance 











